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LEXINGTON ARCH IT ECT URALREVIEW BOARD 

Thursday, April 1, 2021 at  4:30 P.M. 
Distance Meeting held though ZOOM, Lexington City Hall,  

300 E. Washington Street, Lexington, VA 

 AGENDA 

1. CALL TO ORDER
A. statement of emergency and authority to proceed

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A. March 18, 2021 Minutes*

4. NEW BUSINESS:
A. COA 2021-08: an application by Helen Bisset for a Certificate of Appropriateness for

signage and exterior improvements at 19 W. Nelson Street, Tax Map # 23-1-86, owned by
Karen Neff.
1) Staff Report*
2) Applicant Statement
3) Public Comment
4) Board Discussion & Decision

B. COA 2021-09: an application by Barbara Crawford for a Certificate of Appropriateness
for an accessory structure at 210 W. Nelson Street, Tax Map # 16-2-C, owned by Barbara
Crawford.
1) Staff Report*
2) Applicant Statement
3) Public Comment
4) Board Discussion & Decision

5. OTHER BUSINESS

6. ADJOURN

*indicates attachment
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  Lexington Architectural Review Board 
  Thursday, March 18, 2021 – 4:30 p.m.  

Live Zoom E-meeting 
Lexington City Hall 

MINUTES 
 
Architectural Review Board:   City Staff: 
Present: C. Alexander, Chair   Arne Glaeser, Planning Director 

R. LeBlanc, Vice-Chair  Bonnie Tombarge, Administrative Assistant  
 A. Bartenstein 
 E. Teaff 
 B. Crawford, Alteranate B 
 

Absent: J. Goyette 
 C. Honsinger. Alternate A 
   

CALL TO ORDER 
A. Glaeser called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. He opened with a statement saying that 

the due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City is taking measures to limit attendance at public 
meetings. The Lexington City Council had approved an emergency ordinance allowing for public 
meetings to be held through real-time, electronic means. The meeting and packet were available 
on the City’s website, the meeting is broadcasted to the City’s Facebook page and the recording 
will be posted to Youtube the following day. 
 
AGENDA: 

Agenda was approved unanimously (R. LeBlanc/A. Bartenstein).  
 
MINUTES: 
 Meeting minutes from March 4, 2021 were approved unanimously with a correction to the 
date of the minutes (A. Bartenstein/R. LeBlanc). 
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA:  
 None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

 
A. COA 2021-07: an application by Ryan Dowdell for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

for new signage at 34 S. Main Street, Tax Map # 23-1-188, owned by Ugo Benincasa.  
1) Staff Report – This is an application to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness 

(COA) for a new projecting sign and door sign at 34 South Main Street. The 
proposed projecting sign will repurpose the existing 6.09 square foot (29.5 inches 
wide and 29.75 inches high) projecting sign. It will be made of wood and painted 
white (Rustoleum White), with a black vinyl shield and with the letters RB in a 
block font. They will use the bracket already on the building. The door sign will be 
3.14 square feet (16 inches wide and 28-25 inches high) and be made of vinyl 
adhesive applied to the door glass. It will be a clear sign with a white shield and the 
RB letters. Below the shield will be business information, hours, contact 
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information and such. 
The application includes a request for a window sign for a side window.  It was 
however determined the window sign exceeds size requirements, and the request 
for the window sign was withdrawn by the applicant. 

2) Applicant Statement – Red Dowdell, Owner – commented that he’s excited to be 
part of the community and is hoping to match the feel of the downtown area. A. 
Bartenstein confirmed with Mr. Dowdell that the projecting sign will be square. B. 
Crawford asked about the history of the design on the sign. Mr. Dowdell said that 
the shield design is a symbol of strength, as it is a small personal training gym, and 
the nick at the top is to symbolize imperfection. The RB stands for both Rockbridge 
and Rockbridge Barbell. Mr. Dowdell also clarified that the door will remain clear 
other than the vinyl sign applied to the door, it will not be frosted as the photo 
appears.  

3) Public Comment – None 
4) Board Discussion & Decision – R. LeBlanc moved to approve the application as 

presented. E. Teaff seconded and the motion passed unanimously (5/0). 
 

OTHER BUSINESS:  
 A.Bartenstein requested an update on the antennas installed on The Gin hotel. R. LeBlanc 
said she has not seen them, but has received inquiries on them, and referred them to the minutes 
from the meetings on that application. She asked A. Glaeser when the Board had approved the 
application, and A. Glaeser said it was approved in August 2019. C. Alexander asked what the 
problem was with the antennas. A. Bartenstein said that he did not feel the representation in the 
application was accurate to what T-Mobile installed, but did note that A. Glaeser had worked with 
T-Mobile to make some positive changes to what was installed. A. Glaeser reviewed the process 
the ARB had gone through in the initial application. R. LeBlanc said that this was a good faith 
effort by the Board to get this right, and to not restrict technological advancement within the city. 
She also noted that cellular technology is changing rapidly, so these antennas may not be there for 
very long. 
 R. LeBlanc moved to make a resolution thanking B. Tombarge for her work supporting the 
ARB. C. Alexander seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
ADJOURN: 

The meeting adjourned unanimously at 5:08 p.m. (A. Bartenstein/R. LeBlanc). 
 
 
           _______________________________________ 
          C. Alexander, Chair Architectural Review Board 
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COA 2021-08 19 W. Nelson Street Exterior Improvements & Signage 
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Project Name Exterior Improvements and Signage for Curated Interiors 

 
Property Location 19 West Nelson Street 
     
Zoning C-1 (Commercial District (Central Business)) and Historic 

Downtown Preservation District 
 
Owner/Applicant Karen Neff / Helen Bisset 
 

 

OVERVIEW OF REQUEST 
 
This is an application to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for exterior improvements 
and new signage for the Curated Interiors business at 19 West Nelson Street.  

22 W. Nelson Street existing conditions  

 
 
The improvements proposed consist of repainting the exterior trim on the building in Peacock Plume, 
SW 0020. The body color will remain the Lotus Pod, SW 7572, color, and the awning cover will be 
replaced with a black awning cover in Tricorn Black, SW 6258. There are two signs proposed for the 
building’s façade.  The projecting sign is a round sign, with a p.v.c. core and vinyl applied graphics.  
The background color for the projecting sign will be Peacock Plume while the text and graphic will 
be white vinyl with black edging.  The background color for the wall sign will be Peacock Plume while 
the text will be white vinyl with black edging.  A wall sign is also proposed for the rear entrance facing 
the McCrums parking lot and the rear wall sign will be identical to the wall sign on the façade.  
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Lexington, VA Historic Downtown Preservation District COA 

COA 2021-08 19 W. Nelson Street Exterior Improvements & Signage 
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ARB Considerations 
Section 420-8.5.A. (Historic Downtown Preservation District) requires a Certificate of 
appropriateness. No improvement, structural or otherwise, in the Historic Downtown Preservation 
District shall be located, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired or demolished unless a permit 
therefor is issued by the Zoning Administrator. No such permit shall be issued unless a certificate of 
appropriateness is issued for such purpose by the Architectural Board and unless the location, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair or demolition thereof otherwise complies with the 
requirements of the Building Code and other ordinances and laws applicable and relating thereto.   
 
Section 420-8.6.B. (Historic Downtown Preservation District) directs the Architectural Review 
Board to consider the following factors to be evaluated before issuing a Certificate of 
Appropriateness (COA): 

1.  The historical or architectural value and significance of the building or structure and its 
relationship to or congruity with the historic value of the land, place or area in the Historic 
Downtown Preservation District upon which it is proposed to be located, constructed, 
reconstructed, altered or repaired. 

2. The appropriateness of the exterior architectural features of such building or structure to such 
land, place or area and its relationship to or congruity with the exterior architectural features 
of other land, places, areas, buildings or structures in the Historic Downtown Preservation 
District and environs. 

3. The general exterior design, arrangement, textures, materials, planting and color proposed to be 
used in the location, construction, alteration or repair of the building, structure or 
improvement and the types of window, exterior doors, lights, landscaping and parking viewed 
from a public street, public way or other public place and their relationship to or congruity 
with the other factors to be considered by the Board under this section. 

4. Any applicable provisions of the city’s design guidelines.  

Section 420-8.10. (Historic Downtown Preservation District) states that the Board shall prescribe the 
character, type, color and materials used in the erection, posting, display or maintenance of signs 
permitted in the Historic Downtown Preservation District, and, in so doing, the Board shall give due 
consideration to the purposes of such signs and require that they be in harmony with the exterior 
general design, arrangement, textures, materials, color and use of the building or structure on or at 
which they are erected, posted, displayed or maintained and congruous with the purposes and 
objectives declared in 420-151, without defeating the purpose for which such signs are intended.  

The Board shall take all of the above factors into consideration when considering the application.  The 
Board shall not necessarily consider detailed designs, interior arrangement or features of a building or 
structure which are not subject to public view from a public street, public way or other public place 
and shall not impose any requirements except for the purpose of preventing developments 
incongruous with the historic aspects of the surroundings and the Historic Downtown Preservation 
District.  

Staff Comment 

Staff finds the proposed improvements meet the zoning criteria.  
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Staff Report                                  
Lexington, VA Historic Downtown Preservation District COA 

COA 2021-09 New Accessory Building 
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Project Name new studio building   
 
Property Location 210 West Nelson Street 
     
Zoning R-1 (General Residential) & Residential Historic District 
 
Owner/Applicant Barbara L. Crawford/Barbara L. Crawford 
 

 
Overview of Request 
 
This is an application to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for a new accessory building 
at 210 West Nelson Street.  The main building was approved by the ARB on March 6, 2020 along 
with a detached garage.  The current request is to add a detached studio and to delete the previously 
approved detached garage.    

210 West Nelson Street existing conditions 
 

 
 
The proposed detached studio will be 14 feet by 22 feet, and will be constructed of materials 
matching the residence including smart siding, architectural roof shingles, similar doors, windows, & 
trim.  The studio will have running water and electricity. 
  
ARB Considerations 
Section 420-9.5 (Residential Historic Neighborhood) requires a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
any improvement requiring approval by the Architectural Board in Section 420-9.4.  The items listed 
in Section 420-9.4 requiring a public meeting and review by the Architectural Board are: 

A. Demolishing or moving of a main or accessory building, or 
B. Construction of a new main building or a new accessory building.  
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Staff Report                                  
Lexington, VA Historic Downtown Preservation District COA 

COA 2021-09 New Accessory Building 
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Section 420-9.8. (Residential Historic Neighborhood) directs the Architectural Review Board to 
consider the following factors to be evaluated before issuing a Certificate of Appropriateness 
(COA): 
 

A. The appropriateness of the exterior architectural features of the building and its relationship 
to or congruity with the exterior architectural features of other land, places, areas, buildings 
or structures in the Residential Historic Neighborhood Conservation District and environs. 
 

B. The general exterior design, arrangement, textures, and materials proposed to be used in the 
construction of the building when viewed from the public street (or streets in the case of a 
corner lot) along the lot front of said building and its relationship to the other factors to be 
considered by the Board under this section. Among other things, the Board is to consider the 
overall architectural design, form and style, including the height, mass, proportion and scale; 
architectural details, such as the design and style of decorative or functional fixtures, such as 
lighting, windows and doors; the design and arrangement of buildings on the site; and the 
texture and materials of a proposal when assessing architectural compatibility. 

C. Any applicable provisions of the city’s design guidelines.  

The Board shall take all of the above factors into consideration when considering the application.  
The Board shall not consider the interior arrangement of a building or features of a building which 
are not subject to public view from the contiguous public street or streets.  The Board shall not 
impose any requirements except for the purpose of preventing developments incongruous with the 
historic and architectural aspects of the building and its surroundings or the character of the 
Residential Historic Neighborhood Conservation District. 
 
Staff Recommendation 

Staff finds the proposed improvements meet the zoning criteria.  
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