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LEXINGTON ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD  

Thursday, November 2, 2023 at 5:00 P.M. 
Second Floor Conference Room, Lexington City Hall 

 300 E. Washington Street, Lexington, VA 
 

 AGENDA 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
A. October 5, 2023 Minutes* 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS: 

A. COA 2023-35: an application by Greg & Elizabeth Raetz for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for exterior improvements at 23-25 N. Main Street, Tax Map #16-
1-66, owned by Greg & Elizabeth Raetz. 
1) Staff Report* 
2) Applicant Statement 
3) Public Comment 
4) Board Discussion & Decision 
 

5. OTHER BUSINESS  
 

6. ADJOURN  
*indicates attachment 
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Lexington Architectural Review Board 
Thursday, October 5, 2023 – 5:00 p.m. 

Second Floor Conference Room 
Lexington City Hall 

 
MINUTES 

 
Architectural Review Board:   City Staff: 
Present: A. Bartenstein, Vice-Chair  Arne Glaeser, Planning Director 

J. Goyette    Kate Beard, Administrative Assistant 
I. Small 
B. Crawford, Alternate B 
    

Absent: Caroline Alexander, Chair 
J. Taylor, Alternate A 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 

A. Bartenstein called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
AGENDA: 

The agenda was unanimously approved as presented. (J. Goyette / I. Small) 
 
MINUTES: 

The minutes from the September 21, 2023 were unanimously approved as presented. (J. Goyette / 
B. Crawford) 
 
CITIZENS’ COMMENTS ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA:  
 None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
A. COA 2023-34: an application by Justin Smith for a Certificate of Appropriateness for new 

signage for Bigger Chicken Apparel at 121 W. Nelson Street, Tax Map #23-1-50, owned by 
Greentree Partners I, LLC. 
1) Staff Report – This was an application for a new projecting sign and three new window signs for 

Bigger Chicken Apparel at 121 W. Nelson Street.  The proposal was for a 36” x 36” die-cut metal 
projecting sign featuring the business name and logo in raw metal, and three vinyl window decals 
covering a combined 6 square feet of door and storefront window glass.  The projecting sign would 
be hung from the existing bracket.  The window decal graphics and text would be primarily in a 
powder blue color on a transparent background. Staff provided the vinyl sample and metal sample 
included with the application for the Board to review, directed the Board members’ attention to 
the sign renderings provided by the applicant, and stated the proposal met the zoning criteria.   

2) Applicant Statement –Responding to questions from B. Crawford and J. Goyette, sign designer 
Donelle Dewitt confirmed the metal sign was unpainted, but had been finished with a sealant to 
prevent rusting and the sealant had a matte finish.  When asked about the vinyl color choice, Ms. 
Dewitt indicated she had suggested a stronger blue for the window signs but the business owner 
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had opted for the lighter color because he felt it was more in keeping with the interior color scheme.  
Ms. Dewitt pointed out that a very small amount of black vinyl would be included in the QR code 
portion of one of the window decals. 

3) Public Comment – None 
4) Board Discussion & Decision – I. Small made the observation that the light blue color of the vinyl 

might be difficult to see, but he thought the proposal was otherwise appropriate.  Ms. Dewitt argued 
the size of the signs was the problem and indicated she had initially designed them to be larger, 
which she believed looked better.  Director Glaeser pointed out that the zoning ordinance limits 
window signs in the C-1 zoning district zoning to the lesser of 20% of window area or 6 square 
feet.  He noted it was the applicant’s choice to divide the allowed area between three signs.  B. 
Crawford moved to approve the application as presented.  J. Goyette seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. (4-0) 
    
 

OTHER BUSINESS:  

 Director Glaeser reported the October 19th meeting would be canceled as the Planning 
Department had received no applications to be reviewed. 

 
ADJOURN: 

The meeting adjourned at 5:09 p.m. (I. Small / J. Goyette) 
 

 
 
    _______________________________________ 
    A. Bartenstein, Vice-Chair, Architectural Review Board 
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Project Name Exterior improvements at 23-25 N. Main Street  
 
Property Location 23-25 North Main Street 
     
Zoning C-1 Commercial/ Historic District 
 
Owner/Applicant Greg & Elizabeth Raetz/Greg & Elizabeth Raetz 

 
OVERVIEW OF REQUEST 

 
This is an application to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for exterior improvements to 
the building at 23-23 N. Main Street.   

  
23-25 North Main Street existing conditions 

 

 
 
 

Currently there is a small door on the front of the building, to the left of the stairs leading to the entrance 
to Cindy’s Salon.  The applicants are requesting to replace the door with a 16” x 22” panel of horizontal, 
wooden spindles, similar to an existing wooden vent cover located at the Jackson House.  The applicants 
are also requesting to install a wooden gate and post finials, matching the existing fence and gate of the 
Jacob Ruff House, to the right of the building, at the entrance to the sidewalk leading to the entry to 
upper portion of the building.  Both the wooden panel and the gate would be painted Farrow and Ball 
2004 Slipper Satin to match the existing trim on the subject building and the Jacob Ruff House.  Paint 
chips and additional details for the proposed new elements are included in the application. 
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The applicants also intend to paint the roof Tricorn Black (SW 6258) and the two entrance doors 
Rookwood Shutter Green (SW 2809).  These colors do not require approval as there will be no change 
in color, but are mentioned here because they are included in the application. 
 
ARB Considerations 
Section 420-8.5.A. (Historic Downtown Preservation District) requires a Certificate of appropriateness. 
No improvement, structural or otherwise, in the Historic Downtown Preservation District shall be 
located, constructed, reconstructed, altered, repaired or demolished unless a permit therefor is issued by 
the Zoning Administrator. No such permit shall be issued unless a certificate of appropriateness is issued 
for such purpose by the Architectural Board and unless the location, construction, reconstruction, 
alteration, repair or demolition thereof otherwise complies with the requirements of the Building Code 
and other ordinances and laws applicable and relating thereto.   
 
Section 420-8.6.B. (Historic Downtown Preservation District) directs the Architectural Review Board to 
consider the following factors to be evaluated before issuing a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA): 

1.  The historical or architectural value and significance of the building or structure and its relationship 
to or congruity with the historic value of the land, place or area in the Historic Downtown 
Preservation District upon which it is proposed to be located, constructed, reconstructed, altered 
or repaired. 

2.  The appropriateness of the exterior architectural features of such building or structure to such 
land, place or area and its relationship to or congruity with the exterior architectural features of 

Existing fence 
 

 

Existing “small door” 
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other land, places, areas, buildings or structures in the Historic Downtown Preservation District 
and environs. 

3.  The general exterior design, arrangement, textures, materials, planting and color proposed to be 
used in the location, construction, alteration or repair of the building, structure or improvement 
and the types of window, exterior doors, lights, landscaping and parking viewed from a public 
street, public way or other public place and their relationship to or congruity with the other factors 
to be considered by the Board under this section. 

4.   Any applicable provisions of the city’s design guidelines.  
(Section V. Existing Buildings – Elements. beginning on page V-1, Section VI. Materials, and 
 Section X. Painting. beginning on page X-1). 

https://www.lexingtonva.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/1506/637661128242230000 

The Board shall take all of the above factors into consideration when considering the application.  The 
Board shall not necessarily consider detailed designs, interior arrangement or features of a building or 
structure which are not subject to public view from a public street, public way or other public place and 
shall not impose any requirements except for the purpose of preventing developments incongruous with 
the historic aspects of the surroundings and the Historic Downtown Preservation District.  

Staff Recommendation 

Staff finds the proposed improvements meet the zoning criteria.  
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